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Thomas More is not reckoned among onr reformers;
but he was a reformer, and, judging from this book,
more than an ordinary one. The discourse is put into
the lips of Eaphael Hythloday, a Portuguese, who
had been in three or four voyages with Americus
Vesputius. Sir Thomas More is in Belgium as
ambassador to Henry VIII., and meets Eaphael in
the town of Antwerp. They discourse of the evils of
existing governments, of the disposition of princes to
go to war rather than cultivate the useful arts of
peace. Eaphael had been in England in his youth,
and had been entertained by Cardinal Morton, Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, in whose family Sir Thomas
More was 'bred from his childhood.' Eaphael says
that dining one day with the Archbishop, a lawyer
who was present expressed his surprise that there
were so many thieves in England, notwithstanding so
many were hung that sometimes twenty might be
seen suspended from one gibbet. On this Eaphael
took occasion to say that it did not surprise him ; for
the people of England were like many other people,
more ready to chastise scholars than to teach them.
He recommended making provision by which men
could find the means of existence as more c beneficial
than enacting dreadful punishments against thieves.5
He discoursed further of the prodigality and luxury
of the nobles and landowners, who oppressed their
tenants and labourers, grinding the faces of the
to support a multitude of idle persons to
them. In France Eaphael said things
worse, for that country was full of eolcfo^s J the
people * sometimes seek occasion for'mafeit|g war that
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